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Explored data a bit

-MOOC participant interactions
-Structured (tabular)
-Threaded (consisting of 1 parent per thread; 0≤ nesting levels)
-“Metadata”: thread_number, reply_depth, discussion_answer_id, parent_answer_id, 
clean_text, text_length, created_time, thread_preview, stratum, thread_length

“I felt that it is important to use a tool which is popular in the 
enviroment you're in. Where I'm from, facebook and instagram 
are quite popular but twitter and blogs, not quite so. Therefore 
whatever tool you use should be fitting to the students…”



Explored possible RQs

Comparing MOOC posts that receive engagement from course participants vs. those that do not: 
What are salient patterns in post content?

Explored possible grouping variables

Received engagement?
Is a parent?
Nesting level?
Total number of replies?
Character length?

What is being communicated?
What type of social interaction is being enacted?

Possible aim:
Enhance engagement in MOOCs, 
recommendations for algorithm

Clarified QDT structure



Created sample dataset
-Low number of utterances (n=10)
-Low number of codes (n=3)
-Grouping variables of interest

-distinguishing posts with engagement vs. no engagement?
-distinguishing threads (based on parent)?
-indicating which parent a child belongs to (post & replies form thread)?

Do we have a way of…



Explored possible codes

Applied codes manually

ASKING_QUESTION
SHARING_IDEA 
SHARING_EXPERIENCE

Codebook



Created model 0 from sample dataset

Unit
Conversation
Stanza window
Mean network
Subtracted network



Created model 0 from sample dataset

Co-occurrence/connection
Node/edge
Edge weight

Data view

Axes/dimensions
Node positioning



Brainstormed other models & future directions

Larger dataset
Curate to parents only?

Aggregate based on nesting level? (e.g., all first-level replies)

Other RQs and concepts of interest
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Thank you for the opportunity! ☺
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